
ST. MATTHEW’S  
GOOD NEWS UPDATE 

Happenings  

April 5, 2020 

Welcome to Palm Sunday and Communion Sunday!  We hope you re-

ceived one of our Palm Sunday packets.  If you did not, you can still 

worship with us via Facebook Live (link at bottom of page 3).  Gather 

some bread or crackers and juice for Communion.  Those elements 

will be blessed by Pastor Wall, and we can take Communion together, 

but separate. 

Well, St. Matthew’s family, events for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday will not happen as planned.  As 
believers, we will follow God’s guidance and find a new way to take part in these sacred days leading up 
to the day of the Risen Lord - Easter Sunday.  We hope you will join us as specified below via Facebook 

Live (link at bottom of page 3). 

Maundy Thursday Good Friday 

Holy Thursday 
Devotional time 

12:00 p.m. 
 

Remembering Jesus as he washed his disciples’ 
feet, shared Communion with them, and gave 
them the commandment to love one another as 

he had loved them 

Good Friday 
Passion of the Christ 

3:00 p.m. 
 

Remembering the pain and suffering Christ en-
dured to take away the sins of humankind; pick-
ing up our own cross and following Jesus 



    Sun. 4/5 

Palm Sunday 
10:17a Worship on 
  Facebook Live 
 
Jesus Emptied 
  Himself 
  Phil. 2:6-8 

    Mon. 4/6 
 
  Be Not Afraid! 
 
  Psalm 27:1-2 

   Tue. 4/7 
8:30a CWM Brd. 
  via Teleconf. 
 
 Give God Glory! 
 
   Isaiah 49:3 

   Wed. 4/8 
 
One of You Will 
  Betray Me 
 
Matthew 26:15 

   Thu. 4/9 
Maundy Thurs. 
Noon Devotional 
via Facebook 
 
My Body Given 
  for You 
1 Cor. 11:23-24 

    Fri. 4/10 
Good Friday 
3:00p Passion of 
  the Christ via 
  Facebook 
 
Behold, the Man! 

John 19:5 

   Sat. 4/11 
 
  He Has Been 
    Raised! 
 
Matthew 28:5-6 

Ways to give as you are able 
 

 Go to our website, 

www.stmatthewsmethodist.org;  click the 
“Give Online” button; create a profile if you 

don’t already have one (it’s very easy!); click 
“Add Transaction”.  You can do a one-time 

donation or set it up for weekly or monthly 
donations. 

 Call Vanco Client Services at 1-800-675-

7430 and tell the representative you want to 
make a donation (debit or credit card).  The 
church office will be notified of the dona-

tion, and it will be added to our contributions 

database. 

 Call your bank or go to their website to make 

an electronic fund transfer. 

 Write a check and let the U.S. 

Postal Service deliver it to us. 

 Drop off at front gate – call 

832-330-5813 & someone will collect your 

donation (M-F, 8:00-noon)  
 

Thank you for your continued support of the 
missions and ministries of St. Matthew’s!  
We love and appreciate you! 

Actually, it’s only 20 minutes! 

God doesn’t stop listening to us; he doesn’t stop long-

ing to hear what’s on our hearts.  Therefore, we 

can’t stop praying just because daily life as we know 

it has changed.  

Our Vibrant Church Initiative Prayer Team is contin-

uing their dedicated 20 minutes of prayer starting 

at 8:45 a.m. via teleconference during these Sundays 

when we can’t be together. 

We’d love for you to join us - you can pray silently or 

aloud.  Call 1-425-436-6307; access code is 

437019#.  Keep trying if the line is busy.  If you 

can’t join us on the phone, please say a prayer wher-

ever you are! 

Some of you remember the Hecksels, Rick, Mary, 

and son Corey, who came to St. Matthew’s start-

ing in the early 1990s. 

Corey earned his PhD at Baylor College of Medi-

cine.  He is a microbiologist who is currently 

lending his expertise to fight this COVID-19 

coronavirus battle we are all in. 

We lift Corey up in prayer as he and others work 

to develop a solution to this pandemic! 

Thanks Linda Collazos for sharing this! 

Wired for Worship 

Thank you Herb 

Chelton and Fred-

dy Wall for wiring 

the Sanctuary for 

wifi, making our 

new way of wor-

shiping possible! 



   

 Join us this Sunday! 
https://www.facebook.com/StMatthewsUnitedMethodistChurch/?view_public_for=121609951186096 

We are finding new ways to live life these days.  A great way 
to keep in touch with your St. Matthew’s family is to send 
photos, along with a short narrative, to the office email (see 

back page).  We’d love to see what you are doing, how you are 
coping, how your children are learning, etc.  If you would just 
like to share thoughts, we wel-
come those, too. 

Left:  Colleen Roberts and 
daughter, Daisy Woodward, 
came to the campus to trim 

the azalea bushes.  They will 
be full and beautiful next 
time they bloom! 

Right:  Kendra Alves had this 
to say about her and Lyra’s 
day:  “We’re doing our best to 
stay busy in the Alves house.  
Lyra and I take walks during 

the day collecting wildflowers 
and leaves, and send lots of 
picture updates to daddy 
(Tommy),  who is hard at 
work at HEB.  On the day this 

was taken, Lyra’s outside ac-
tivity was transferring water 
with mixing bowls and measur-
ing cups.  New words she’s 
learned this month include 

shoes, kitty, and uh-oh!” 

Left:  Trevor Stoneburner 
had a different sort of first-
day-of-school photo.  That 

day was his first day of online 
learning for the remainder of 
his final semester!  Did you 
hear that - Trevor’s final se-
mester - already!  We’re anx-

ious to see what great things 
are in store for him once he 
graduates! 

 

Yes, we will have Easter 

lilies on the altar!  You will 

be able to see them when 

you join us for Facebook 

worship on Easter Sunday, 

the 12th. 

Call or email the office to 

place your order 

(see last page for 

contact info). 

https://www.facebook.com/StMatthewsUnitedMethodistChurch/?view_public_for=121609951186096


St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church 

Rev. Virginia Wall 

4300 N. Shepherd Dr.    Houston, TX  77018     

713-697-0671      
 

Please call the church office at 713-697-0671 

for questions or information on any opportuni-

ties listed.  Temporary office hours are Monday-

Friday, 8:00 a.m.-noon 

(office@stmatthewsmethodist.org).   Rev.  Wall 

can be reached at 713-204-8529 or at 

vwall@stmatthewsmethodist.org.   

Check us out at stmatthewsmethodist.org.  View 

our website for an updated 

calendar and newsletter! 

PRAYING FOR . . . 
US Military Men & Women 
Jeanette Lindley  
Jean Mooney  
John Cunningham 
 Men & Women in Law Enforcement 
Flood Victims 
MANNA 
Farrah Lowe 
Family of Dorothy Lofton 

Family of Allen Wagner 
Family of Frank Hebner 
Vibrant Church Initiative 
Family of Randall Bastian 
Joy Johnson & Family 
Charles Railsback 
Family of Yolanda Wilson 
Denis Rivette 
Adele Collins 
Rita Dostal 
Family of David Akin 

Family of Doris Gunderson 
Neal Parkey 
Joe Bisby, Jr. 
George Nash 

 

To keep our Prayer List current, 
please contact the church office to 
add names of those who need prayer 
or remove those who have received 
God’s blessing of healing. 

  
April 12 - Easter Sunday - He is Risen! 

April 13 - Office & CWM Closed, Easter Holidays 

April 14 - Trustees Meeting via Teleconference 

April 19 - Worship via Facebook Live 

April 20 - CWM Board Meeting via Teleconference 

April 20 - Finance Meeting via Teleconference 

April 22 - Earth Day 

Here are some helpful ways to get the most out of virtual worship.  Some of these are 

helpful even if you don’t have a computer.  We are worshiping outside the box! 

1) Create a sacred space.  Light a candle;  use a purple placemat to symbolize the 

Lenten season; place a cross in the center of the table; open your Bible.  2) Say “hello.”  

We love to greet fellow worshipers and guests; you can do this on Facebook Live by click-

ing “like” or “love” or making a comment; welcome people as they tune in.  3) Stand as you 

are able.  When music is playing,  stand up as you would in the Sanctuary;  stand up 

when the Gospel lesson is read.  4) Come closer.  Physical distance does not apply when 

you’re online; leaning in to the online activity and channel connectedness.  5) I can’t hear 

you!  Sing the songs if you know them,  or hum along - loud; join in reciting the Lord’s 

Prayer.  6) Let us pray.  Share your prayer requests, joys, and concerns by commenting; if 

you’re not comfortable with that, send St. Matthew’s an email or call Pastor Wall (see email and phone number be-

low).  7) Please take a moment to sign the red registration pad.  We want you to register your virtual attendance 

by clicking “like” or “love” or by commenting; we continue to register your attendance in our database just like in 

the “old days”.  8) Say “cheese”!  Please consider sharing photos of how you and/or your family are worshiping to-

gether; we would love to put them in this publication.  9) Sit with folks you normally do.  If you’re computer-savvy, 

watch the worship service together through an online service.  10) Say “thank you”.  When others tune in to wor-

ship, thank them for being there, just like we would welcome them into the Sanctuary. 

Don’t forget to thank the wonderful folks who are bringing worship to us.  And don’t forget to thank God that, in 

these difficult and unusual times, we can still gather together in spirit and truth  and worship together, but apart. 

Modified from umc.org. 


